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Late War
with

GREAT BRITAIN,

PART FIRST.

BATH:
PRINTED FOR THE PEOPLE.

1824.

J G. Torrey, printer.

INTRODUCTION.

Not only the purity, but also the very existence of popu
lar governments, depends on the spread of information among
the people. He who brings to light important facts in rela
tion to public measures or public men, which would otherwise
remain concealed, deserves more of his country than he who
merely performs the duties of an office faithfully, inasmuch as
the one is always in some degree rewarded for his labors,
while the other too frequently not only fails of his purpose to
enlighten and inform the public mind, but through the outcry
of interested delinquents, meets only with public odium in
stead of gratitude. Private vices, and such as have no direct
bearing on the well-being of the nation at large, may be safe
ly left to the punishment of the ordinary tribunals ; but pub
lic vices, or such as threaten the foundations of the republic,
can be adequately punished only by public exposure and pub
lic censure. If hypocrisy is to pass for patriotism—if the pre
tence of republicanism is to foist into offices of public trust,
men who violate the laws of their country, resist its authority,
counteract its important measures of foreign policy, and while
under pay for military or other trusts, “give aid and comfort
to its enemies”—then is there not only no encouragement
for faithful service and honest merit, but vice and fraud and
treason are hired and rewarded. Conduct, to the prudent,
speaks much louder than the profession : and although individual
cases of error, especially in the young and inexperienced, who
may be led astray by the example of superiors, ought fully to
be effaced by a subsequent life of purity, yet habitual practices
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stamp the character, in the opinion of every man of sense, beyond the power of profession to vary or to colour. Facts of
this kind, which stamp the character of public men, belong to
the community—they are in the language of the Constitution
" matter proper for public information
and it is the part of
every good citizen to whom they become known, to spread
them before the people.
Considerations of this kind, and certain reports in relation
to the conduct of a few personages, who have, undeservedly
it is believed, shared the public confidence and favor, have oc
casioned the collection of various affidavits, documents and
proofs of facts, that are of a nature not merely to justify, but
also to demand their publication. The duty is disagreeable,
but it is imperative ; and whatever be the event—whether
the public confidence is to be disabused, or they who have sa
credly performed the task imposed on them by their situation,
are to be rewarded only by the ingratitude and abuse of those
whom they design to benefit—still they will have the satis
faction to reflect that, without prospect of personal advantage,
they have discharged an obligation, from which no fear of in
jury or hope of favor, could absolve them.
It will readily be observed by such as shall be at the trou
ble of perusing the following documents, that other persons
besides those whose affidavits are given must have been know
ing to many of the facts therein stated. Some of these per
sons are now dead; some are too distant to be easily consult
ed, and others are unwilling to come forward voluntarily to
the ungrateful task of testifying without other hope of re
ward than a distant advantage to the country, against those by
whom they have been employed, while nearly all would by
any disclosures implicate themselves. There is no risk, how
ever, in hazarding the assertion that no credible person will be
found to come forward and disprove any material circum
stance herein disclosed. Much further testimony might in
deed be obtained by compulsory process, and much no doubt
by further diligence without it, and if need be, further testi
mony will be had; but the public are not asked to believe
what might be proved but only what is proved.
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The principal personages implicated by these documents
are—Gov. King, Commissioner under the Spanish Treaty,
Judge Hill, Collector of the Port of Bath, and Col. Green,
Sheriff of Lincoln. The latter, it is believed, has not added
the profligacy of denying his share in the transactions alluded
to; no affidavits are therefore given, relating to him, but such
as are proper to explain the interest and motives of Mr. King,
whose illicit trade during the war was chiefly driven under
cover of the names of Green & Emerson, and it will conse
quently be unnecessary to comment upon them with a view to
his conduct or character. Gov. King’s part in these transac
tions, though by no means fully disclosed, is yet, perhaps, suf
ficiently so for the purposes of this publication. If two or
three instances of direct violation of the laws, and of trade
with the enemy in time of open war, are satisfactorily proved,
it would only be a work of supererogation to prove other cas
es of the kind, or to accumulate proof of those already sub
stantiated. A discerning public cannot need multiplied in
stances of deception and fraud and crime, in one who
owns loyalty to no party and allegiance to no country, to bestow
on him the detestation and disgrace which he richly merits.
* The first point which the documents go to prove is, that
Mr. King did repeatedly violate the laws of the country, which
prohibited intercourse with British Ports, and importations
therefrom—laws which had for their object the coercion of
England to an equitable settlement of our commercial difficul
ties and the prevention of a war with that power. How far
such violation of those laws tended to render them inef
fectual and defeat their purposes—to render the British safe
in their encroachments on our rights, and insolent in their
terms, and to create the necessity for the late war, it is per
haps in the power of no one now to determine ; but it is the.
right of all to judge.
That this point is fully made out and proved against Mr.
King by the documents, no reasonable man will doubt ; and
comment even to the most simple, will be unnecessary. The
documents relate to the four voyages of the brig Huron, Foote
master, as shown by the evidence of said Foote (No. 1.) and
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the letters of Mr. King (Nos. 2, 3, and 4). The voyages of
the brig Harmony, as by depositions of John Henry, (No. 5.)
and of Wm. Farrin, mate ( A. ) Voyages of the brig Valerius
to prohibited ports, as by the depositions of George Stilkey
(No. 6,) and of Joseph Coombs, (No. 7). Voyage of the ship
Reserve to Martinico, as by the deposition of Wm. Snowman
(No. 8.) Voyage of the ship Resolution to Jamaica, as by the
deposition of Wm. S. Shaw (No. 9.) and document (No. H).)
And ship Reunion, as by document (No. 11.) to which it may
be added, that the Custom-house papers conform to these doc
uments entirely, as far as they go.
Further evidence will not, it is believed, be required to
satisfy the public mind, that Mr. King, at the time when he
professed to support the national administration, and to sanc
tion their most important measures of restriction, did, in fact,
violate the laws, designed to impose those restrictions, and to
carry into effect those measures.
DOCUMENT, No. I.
I, David Foote, of Bath, in the state of Maine, of lawful
age, do depose and say—that in the latter pa;t of December,
in the year eighteen hundred and nine, during the non-intercourse law of the United States against British ports, I was
master of the brig Huron of the said Bath, owned by Gen.
Wm. King and Thomas Lambard both of said Bath, three
quarters thereof by the said King and one quarter by the said
Lambard, the brig Huron then lying at the wharf of the said
King—loaded with lumber and bound to sea—was cleared from
the Custom-house for Cayenne, a French port, not at that time
interdicted ; but before sailing, I received special orders from
said King, to sail direct with the said brig and cargo to Toba
go, an English port, and there to sell, if I could dispose of my
cargo to advantage ; but if I could not sell to advantage at To
bago, to go to any other British port, where I could do best,
and on my return, to obtain a clearance purporting to be from
some port not interdicted, in order to protect the brigand car
go on my arrival in the United States—I accordingly sailed
direct to said British island of Tobago, and on arriving there
I found the market was not good, and in obedience to my
orders from said King, sailed for Trinidad, an English port,
where I sold my cargo, and took my pay in rum and molasses.
I then purchased from the Collector of that port, a clearance
for the brig and cargo as instructed by W. King, purporting to
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be a Spanish clearance from Guiana—and then sailed direct
for the port of Bath, in the United States, where I arrived after an absence of four or five months, and entered as from
' said Spanish port of Guiana, and upon a description to said
King of all the particulars received his entire approbation.—
On or about the twenty-fifth of April, in the year eighteen hun
dred and eleven, during the non-intercourse with British
ports, being master of said brig Huron, then loaded with lum
ber, and owned by said King and Lambard—I sailed with
said brig and cargo, direct to Dominico an English port—The
brig at this time was cleared by direction of Mr. King for a port
to which it was not intended she should go. And before sail
ing from Bath, I received instructions from said King to go
direct to Dominico, and to purchase a clearance there for the
brig, purporting to be from some port not interdicted by our
non-intercourse, in order that the vessel might be protected on
her return. With these instructions therefore, I went direct
to said Dominico—sold my cargo there—left the proceeds and
returned in ballast to the port of Bath, under the protection of
a clearance for the brig which I purchased at Dominico, pur
porting to be from a port not interdicted, agreeably to the
orders of said King, who, on my return, appeared to be well
satisfied with all that had been done. On or about the tenth
of August, eighteen hundred and eleven, being still master of
the said brig Huron, still owned by said King and Lambard,
and having a cargo of lumber on board, with live stock on
deck ; said King ordered me, the American non-intercourse
being in full force against the British ports, to clear the brig
for a port not interdicted, but to sail direct to said Dominico,
a British interdicted port ; I accordingly cleared as ordered,
and sailed direct to Dominico, where I sold my cargo, took
cash for my live stock and received in rum a part of the pay
for my lumber, and also collected apart of the proceeds of the
cargo of the last voyage, and left a part ; I then purchased a
clearance as directed by Mr. King, for the brigand cargo, pur
porting to be from St. Bartholomews, a port not interdicted,
and sailed for Bath, in the United States, where I arrived on
or about the twenty-fourth of October of the same year in
which we sailed from Bath, and entered as from St. Bartholo
mews. On or about the twelfth of December, eighteen hun
dred and eleven, being still master of said brig Huron, then
owned by said King and Lambard, said brig being loaded
with lumber and ready for sea, I received instructions as before
from said King, to clear her for a port not interdicted ; the
non-intercourse being still in force against British ports, and
to sail direct to said English port Dominico, there sell, col
lect the proceeds of the cargoes which I before left there, as
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above stated, and after purchasing a clearance for the brig and
cargo, purporting to be from a port not interdicted by the
non-intercourse law, sail direct to Bath. I accordingly sailed
on said voyage about the twelfth of December, after clearing
for St. Barts, direct to Dominico an interdicted English port,
where I arrived, sold my cargo, received the proceeds of it,
and of the parts of the two former voyages to the same place,
and after purchasing a clearance for the brig and cargo, pur
porting to be from St. Bartholomews, a port not interdicted,
I arrived at the port of Bath in the United States, on or about
the twenty first of April, in the year eighteen hundred and
twelve.
During the various voyages which I made in the said brig
Huron, owned by said King and Lambard, all my instructions
were received from said King, without the interference of
said Lambard. Indeed Mr. King arranged the whole concern
of the brig, as well Mr. Lambard’s part as his own, both in
giving instructions to the master and in settling the voyages
with him.
DAVID FOOTE.

Lincoln, ss. Nov. 2, 1824.—Then personally appeared
the above named David Foote, and made oath to the truth of
the foregoing declaration by him subscribed, before me
EBENEZER CLAP, Justice, of the Peace.
DOCUMENT No. II.
(Being copy of Gen. King’s instructions.)

Bath, December 28th, 1809.
Capt. David Foot,
Sir, the brig Huron being loaded with lumber, say 150
thousand board 14m. of staves and 46m. shingles, you will
proceed to sea the first favorable wind for the island of Toba
go, were I hope you will find the marketts favorable; you will
however, make enquiry and should you not find any more favorable accounts from any other place you will dispose of your
cargo to the best advantage. I should recommend rum to you
as payment and molasses,
You will no doubt here of the repeal of the non-intercourse
while you are at Tobago should you not you will do well to
get a certificate at St. Bartholomews on your return—
So wishing you a fair wind and safe return
I remain as usual
WM. KING.
P. S. I agree to indemnify you against any expense which
you may be subjected to in consequence of having signed
the Bonds at the Custom-house on clearance.—
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DOCUMENT No. III.

(Being copy of letter addressed to Joseph Kelshall, Esq.,
merchant, Dominico.)
Bath, August 13th, 1811.
Sir,—I have loaded Capt. Foote of the Huron again, for
your place and shall be much obliged by any attention to him
in the way of his business.
This is the first vessel of mine which has discharged at your
island for many years, should there be any of our produce,
lumber, or stock of any kind that in your opinion would do
well, I should be much obliged by your naming it to me by
the return of this vessel—and will at all times reciprocate your
attentions if you will please to command me—
1 am Sir Respectfully your Obt: Sert.
WM. KING.
Joseph Kelshall, Esq.

DOCUMENT No. IV.
(Copy of Gen. King’s instructions to Capt. Foote.)
Bath, Aug. 12, 1811.
Capt. David Foote,
Sir,—The brig Huron being now loaded and ready for
sea you will proceede the first favourable wind for the island
of Dominico where you will dispose of your lumber and stock
unless you are quite certain of getting a much larger price at
some other island.
You will by all means collect the amount left the last voy
age, and make all the dispatch possible as it will enable you
to get home before the blowing weather.
You will return to this place direct, and take care that your
pople are kept well disposed so that there may be no difficulty
with them. On your return you will make particular inquiry
respecting any kind of stock or lumber that would be likely
to do well another voyage. Yours as usual.
WM. KING.
Should you consider it necessary, you may go down to St.
Bartholomews for a new clearance, though I do not consider
it myself necessary. You may as well get a clearance at Dom
inico purporting to be from St. Bartholomews—as go down.
WM. KING.
P. S. Should you be able to get molasses from 25 to 30
cents per gallon, you will take what you can get, in preference
to taking rum otherways you will be obliged I presume to
take rum.
WM. KING.
2

The brig Harmony, Skolfield, master, Win. King, manag
ing owner, cleared at Bath for Fayal,a free port, in Dec. 1809,
and proceeded direct to Liverpool, an interdicted British port,
and there sold vessel and cargo. See Documents A. and No. 5.

DOCUMENT No. V.

I, John Henry, of Bowdoinham in the state of Maine, testi
fy and say, that in the year 1809, I was with William King of
Bath, John Skolfield, George Skolfield, John Doyl, and
Robert Henry, owners of the brig Harmony of Bath—the
said King owned one half said brig, and furnished the cargo
for the first voyage; and planned and managed said voyage,
which, as I suppose, was made to Liverpool in England and
commenced in the spring of 1809, and the said brig returned
early in the fall of the same year. Immediately afterwards,
the said King chartered the said brig to go to Liverpool, as I
understood, although I cannot swear to the terms of the char
ter-party ; but they were such as to give the said King the
privilege of paying to the owners a specified sum or of return
ing the said brig, which specified sum the said King did after
wards pay to the said owners, and the brig was sold in Liver
pool aforesaid, as I suppose, on her second voyage, which
commenced, I think, in December 1809, on account of said
King, as I was informed by the aforenamed John Skolfield,
who was her master. For what port she cleared I never
knew.
JOHN HENRY.
STATE OF MAINE.
Lincoln, ss.—Bowdoinham, July 19, 1824.—Then the
above named John Henry made solemn oath to the truth of
the above statement by him subscribed, before me.
CYRUS TARBOX, Justice of the peace.
The brig Valerius, Lane, master, William King, owner,
cleared at the port of Bath on the 12th of January, 1811, for
Demerara, a free port, proceeded direct to a British prohibit
ed port, returned therefrom with a cargo of rum and molasses,
and was entered at said Bath on the 18th of June, 1811, as
coming from Cumana, a Spaniah port, not interdicted. The
same brig, same master and owner, cleared at the port of
Bath, August 1, for Cumana, a Spanish port, not interdicted,
proceeded direct to a British prohibited port—returned there
from to Bath, with a cargo of molasses, and was entered Dec.
2d, 1811, as coming from Porto Rico, a Spanish port, not in

terdicted. The same brig, same master, and same managing
owner, cleared at the port of Bath, Dec. 22d, 1811, for Porto
Rico, proceeded direct to a British prohibited port—returned
therefrom to Bath, and was entered with a cargo of molasses
as coming from the Spanish port of Porto Rico, a place not
interdicted. For proof see documents Nos. 6 and 7.
DOCUMENT, No. VI.

I, George Stilkey of Brunswick, in the State of Maine, of
lawful age, do testify and say, That in the year one thousand
eight hundred and eleven, and during the non-intercourse, I
entered as seaman on board the brig Valerius of Bath, lying
in Bath, at the wharf of Gen. Wm. King, owner of said brig,
commanded by John Lane, and that I sailed in the said brig
for said owner, William King and under the command of the
said John Lane for three voyages, during the non-intercourse
aforesaid. I engaged with Capt. Lane, and with the under
standing, that the brig was bound to the West-Indies. During
my period of service as above, we went to, and sold at Trini
dad once, and Martinico twice. Our return cargo therefrom,
as I recollect, was, in every instance, principally molasses,
with which we came directly to and discharged at said King’s
wharf in Bath. Our outward cargo, which we sold in Trin
idad, was lumber in the hold, and on deck, when we left Bath,
fifty-three head of horned cattle, one of which only, I think,
we lost, on our passage out.
GEORGE STILKEY.
Cumberland, ss. Oct. 24, 1824.—Then personally ap
peared the above named George Stilkey and made oath to
the truth of the foregoing Deposition by him subscribed be
fore me,
ROBERT D. DUNNING,
Justice Peace,

DOCUMENT No. VII.
I, Joseph Coombs of lawful age, do testify and say, that I
went a voyage in the brig Valerius, owned by William King,
of Bath, and commanded by John Lane from Bath, to the Isle
and of Martinico in the West Indies, and back to Bath—that
I was shipped on board said vessel as foremast-hand, by Wil
liam Emerson, clerk to the said King, and sailed from Bath in
December, A. D. 1811, or January A. D. 1812; that my
advance wages were paid me by the said King himself, prev
ious to sailing ; that at Martinico we took on board said brig
in addition to the proceeds of the cargo she carried out, a part
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of the proceeds of the cargo she left at said island,"as I under
stood, two or three months previous, that in making said voy
age said brig did not touch at any other port or place ; and that
we were on said voyage about three months.
JOSEPH COOMBS.
Lincoln, ss. Bath, Oct. 28th, 1824.—Then Joseph Coombs
appeared and made oath to the truth of the foregoing Deposi
tion by him subscribed,—before me.
D. C. MAGOUN, Justice of the peace.

The ship Reserve, Matthew Prior, master, owned by Wil
liam King, cleared at the port of Bath, Aug. 23d, 1811 ; re
turned to Bath with a cargo of 341 casks of molasses, and was
entered January 8th, 1812, as coming from Porto Rico, a free
port, when in fact she came direct from a prohibited port.—
See document No. 8, and J. Page’s deposition.

DOCUMENT, No. VIII.
* I, William Snowman, of Georgetown, in the State of
Maine, of lawful age, do depose and say—That, in the month
of August in the year 1811, I was employed by William King
of Bath, owner of the ship Reserve, Prior, master, to perform
a voyage to the West Indies. We sailed from Bath in August,
and arrived at the Island of Martinico in about forty-four
days’ passage. I went on shore with Capt. Prior at Port
Royal; he tried the market, but did not land any cargo ; sail
ed same day for St. Pierres and arrived there the next day.
There the cargo was sold and we landed it on the shore at St.
Pierres, Martinico. We lay in port near two months, took
in a cargo of molasses and proceeded for Bath. We sailed
down among the Islands, and the last land we left in the West
Indies was Porto Rico. We did not land at, nor had we any
communication with, any other island than Martinico ; but in
order that it should appear as if the ship was from Porto Rico,
our captain said to all hands, we must say we had been to, and
came from Porto Rico. Our passage from Martinico to Bath,
as near as I can remember, was thirty-eight days. We arriv
ed at Bath, in January 1812 ; there I was discharged and the
crew paid by William King. It was understood on board,
that a clearance was obtained at Martinico, certifying that we
were from Porto Rico. We were spoken on our passage by
an English armed ship, and our captain said we were from
Porto Rico.
WILLIAM SNOWMAN,
* It is only fair to remark here, that this ship was entered as were the oth
ers as appears from the Custom-house documents, and the entry sworn to as
usual, as coming from a free port. Which is to be believed,the public must
determine.
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STATE OF MAINE.
Lincoln, ss. Georgetown, Oct. 26th, 1824.—Then person
ally appeared William Snowman and made oath to the
truth of the foregoing deposition by him subscribed, before
me.
JAMES RIGGS, Jus. Peace.
The following deposition refers to the same voyage:
I, John Page, of Bowdoinham, in the County of Lincoln,
and State of Maine, do depose and say, that in the month of
August, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, I sailed as
chief mate on board the ship Reserve, of Bath, owned by Gen.
William King, of said Bath, Matthew Prior, master, from the?
wharf of said King, on a voyage to the West Indies. We
proceeded direct for and arrived at Martinico, then, I think, a
British port. We sold in St. Pierres, and after discharging
our outward cargo, we took in molasses for return cargo, with
which we sailed, without touching at any other port, direct for
and arrived in Bath, where we discharged our molasses at the
wharf of Gen. King. My account of wages was settled by
Gen. King’s clerk, William Emerson, from whom I received
my money.
After leaving Martinico, we ran down among the islands,
within sight of Porto Rico, from which we took our departure,
and came out through the Mona passage. JOHN PAGE.
Lincoln, ss. Bath, Nov. 4, 1824.—Then personally ap
peared John Page, and made oath to the truth of the foregoing
deposition by him subscribed, before me,
DAVID C. MAGOUN, Justice of the Peace.

DOCUMENT No. X.
It appears from the Custom-house papers, that the ship Resplution entered at Bath, April 30th, 1812, with a cargo con
sisting of 52 puncheons of 4th proof rum, 1 hhd. molasses, and
3 bbls, sugar, as coming from Ensinada, a Spanish port,
when in fact she came from Montego Bay, a British prohibit
ed port. Whether such rum could have been obtained at a
Spanish port, merchants can determine.

DOCUMENT No. IX.

I, William S. Shaw, on oath declare, that I sailed from Bath
the last of December, 1811, second mate of the ship Resolu
tion, Robert McKown, master, for Grenada, to which port we
proceeded ; but not selling our cargo of lumber there, we
run down to Jamaica, and sold at Montego Bay ; there we
took in a cargo of rum, molasses and sugar, and arrived home,
at Bath, about the last days of April or the first of May 1812.
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The return cargo, I am sure was shipped in Montego Bay, and
brought to Bath. John C. Delano was first mate of said ship.
WILLIAM S. SHAW.

Lincoln, ss. July 6th, 1824.—Then the said William S.
Shaw personally appeared and made oath to the foregoing affi
davit by him subscribed before me.
MOSES EMERY, Jus. Peace.
DOCUMENT No. XI.-SHIP REUNION.
It appears by the records of the District Court of Maine
District, [too voluminous to insert here] that the ship Reunion,
of Bath, Oliver, master, owned by William King, of Bath, and
Benjamin Jones Porter, of Topsham, was seized on informa
tion for a violation of the non-intercourse law, having sailed
from the port of Bath, in December, 1811, to a British pro
hibited port in the West Indies, and returned to said port of
Bath in May, 1812, with a cargo of molasses. She was con
demned at the following December term of the District Court,
1813, and accordingly sold at public auction by the DeputyMarshal.

In relation to the interest which Mr. King has been alleged
to have had in the illicit trade carried on with the enemy at
their naval station at Bermuda and other British ports, during
the late war, it is hoped the public will read the documents here
with published, and judge for themselves. Without any dis
position to prejudice the judgment thus to be formed, it may
not be improper to make such a statement of the facts alleged
in the documents as will place them in concise form, and per
haps save the reader some trouble in examing their bearing.
The first vessel to which the documents refer, is the brig
Two Sisters. This vessel made four voyages to Bermuda ;
one commenced in April, one in July, one in October, and one
in December, 1813. It is only in relation to the October voy
age that the documents give much material information. In
October, 1813, the Two-Sisters, with Aaron Johnson, nominal
master, C. Martin, supercargo, and Little, mate, loaded partly
with lumber, and partly with about 450 barrels of potatoes,
sailed directly from Bath for Bermuda ; there sold her cargo

to the British and returned to Bath, where she entered on the
26th Nov. as from St. Bartholomews, a neutral port. [See
depositions of Capt. Johnson, marked B, of Capt. Little, mark
ed C, and extracts from the examination of Mr. Joseph Har
rod, taken by order of a committee of the Senate of the Unit
ed States during their last session, marked D.]
From the part taken by Mr. King, in furnishing the pota
toes and loading the vessel, as stated in said deposition of Lit
tle, as well as from said Little’s opinion and from the deposi
tion of Ramsay, marked E, is to be formed the opinion wheth
er he were interested in that voyage.

The voyage commenced in December, 1813, is described in
the deposition of John Skolfield, marked F, and the two oth
er voyages may be learned from the deposition of Capt. Wil
liam Farrin, marked A, and also the opinion formed, whether
Mr. King’s taking articles from said vessel showed an interest
in him, or whether the duties were paid on said articles.
The most important documents, however, relate to the voy
age of the brig Valerius, and the trade carried on with the
proceeds of the said vessel and her cargo. If Mrs. Lane’s de
position, marked G, is to be believed, and her veracity has
never been questioned, the Valerius, owned by Mr. King,
went to the West Indies, during the late war, was there sold,
and the proceeds of the vessel and cargo finally invested in
the British brig Cameleon, and the British shooner Union,
which vessels while owned by Mr. King and others were em
ployed in trading between British ports; that the Cameleon was
eventually captured by an American privateer and condemned;
that said schooner was concerned in supplying Bermuda with
provisions from the Provinces, and that the proceeds of said
schooner, or part thereof were secretly imported into Bath,
against law, and received by Mr. King,

If this deposition need confirmation that of William Clifford,
marked F, may be referred to which gives a part of the same
facts, and also states that Mr. King approved of the conduct of
said Lane, and that said Valerius was protected by a British
License. Further confirmation of some other facts may also
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be obtained from the letters marked I, K, and L, and also
from the latter part of the deposition marked A.
The depositions of Capt. Merryman, marked M, and of Mr.
Thomas Skolfield, marked N. relate to the voyage of the
schooner Abigail, to Bermuda, in the latter part of the year
1813. If Skolfield, who is a respectable man, is to be believ
ed, Mr. King, whether interested or not, did knowingly un
derwrite on commerce with the enemy during the late war.
The bond, marked O, was given by Mr. King and others,
to save harmless the obligors of the brig Leander at the Cus
tom-house. This vessel, in whose voyage Mr.King was interest
ed, Covel master, cleared at the port of Bath Sept. 29th, 1813
for St. Bartholomews, but went direct to a British colonial
port, under the protection of a British (Elliot) license, and
there sold her cargo and returned to Bath, where she entered,
in January, 1814, as from a neutral port.
In confirmation of the Leander’s voyage. See Capt. Harward’s letter marked P.
B.
I, Aaron Johnson, of Durham, in the county of Cumberland,
and State of Maine, do depose and say—that in the fall
of the year 1813, I entered as second mate of the
brig Two Sisters, as I supposed, Clement Martin, master,
but I appeared on the vessels papers in the Custom-house, as
master, in consequence of Capt. Martin’s representation that
some difficulty prevented his doing it. The brig then lay at
King’s wharf in Bath, with a cargo consisting of Lumber,and
about four hundred and fifty barrels of potatoes, and perhaps
some small articles of adventure. I was employed by Messrs.
Green & Emerson of Bath.
We proceeded to Bermuda, direct, where we sold our car
go, the lumber, I forget at what price, and the potatoes for
seven dollars and fifty cents per barrel, for which we receiv
ed for payment Spanish dollars. We sailed, I think, from
Bath, the day after I entered on board. Mr. Peter H. Green
and myself cleared the said brig in the Bath Custom-house, for
St. Barts, and at the time I cleared I was ignorant of the real
intention of the individuals concerned in the vessel and cargo.
Before we sailed, Mr King was on board while we lay at the
wharf, and before we left the mouth of the Kennebec, we re
ceived orders from Bath, in conformity with which we pro
ceeded for Bermuda, as above stated. In Bermuda the vessel
was understood to be protected by a British license. After
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disposing of our cargo as above staed, in Bermuda, we put to
sea, and after an absence of something like fifty seven days
from the United States, we arrived in Harpswell. I carried
three bags of the money which we bad received in Bermuda,
and which was contained in five bags, to the shore. My une
quivocal opinion is that Gen. King, of Bath, was interested in
the voyage.
AARON JOHNSON.
Lincoln, ss. Oct. 23, 1824.—Then personally appeared
the above-named Aaron Johnson, and made oath to the truth
of the foregoing deposition by him subscribed, before me,
WM. P. DAVIS, Justice Peace.

C.
I, Charles Little, of Bath, in the State of Maine, of lawful
age, do depose and say, that in the month of September or
October, in the year eighteen hundred and thirteen, during the
late war with Great Britain, I was employed by William Em
erson and Peter H. Green, both of said Bath, merchants, ne
gotiating business under the firm of Green & Emerson, to
perform a voyage as first mate on board the brig Two-Sisters,
of Bath, from said Bath to Bermuda, and thence back to the
United States. After being thus employed, I entered upon
the service of the vessel, and as mate attended to taking her
cargo on board, the brig then lying at the wharf of Gen. Wil
liam King, of said Bath, which cargo consisted of boards,
staves, spars, and four hundred and fifty barrels of potatoes;
the potatoes were raised upon, and brought direct from, the
farm of said King, in Bath, by his said King’s team and hired
man, to the store of Mr. King, standing upon his wharf, and
within a few feet of said brig, where they were packed in bar
rels and thence put on board said brig. Said King was present,
aided, assisted and actively superintended the packing of said
potatoes, especially giving directions that they should not be
pressed in heading, as thereby they might be injured and ren
dered unsound. Mr. King with his team and hired man, aid
ed also in obtaining and collecting the barrels in which said
Potatoes were packed, and in all things in regard to them,
both in relation to his directions as well as in relation to his
personal conduct on the occasion, acted the part of an owner
of said potatoes, and of one generally interested in the cargo
and voyage, and from his (said King’s) particular attention, not
merely to said potatoes, but to the cargo and brig generally,
preparatory to her sailing, and the various conversations from
time to time, between said King, Emerson and Green, in re
gard to the subject, from the commencement of the loading the
brig to her sailing, it was at the time manifest and perfectly
3
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understood, that he, (said King) was part owner insaid cargo,
in common with said Green and Emerson, and that they all
knew said brig and cargo were, in fact, bound to Bermuda.
In addition to this, I did expressly understand from said Em
erson, the partner of Peter H. Green, that said brig was bound
to Bermuda. Said Green and Emerson were also present,
aiding and assisting in loading said brig, in connexion with
said King.
On the second of October, in the year eighteen hundred and
thirteen or thereabouts, we sailed from Bath, direct for Bermuda, a British port,and arrived there after a passage of about thir- st
teen days, where we sold the cargo, including our potatoes, for
cash principally. The potatoes, I think, sold for seven dollars th
and a half per barrel, or thereabouts. After lying at Bermuda about thirty days, (to save appearances,) we sailed for the
United States, and arrived at Harpswell, on or about the
twenty-fourth of November, eighteen hundred and thirteen, after
a passage of about nine days. I immediately took the
cash, consisting of Spanish dollars, amounting to about twenty
five hundred, from the brig, which cash I afterwards assisted
in bringing to Bath, and meeting said King in front of the
Bath Bank, we carried sai 1 cash by his direction into said th
Bank, and he (said King) stepping behind the money counter,
took possession of said money, the same being in bags. I then
returned to said brig and brought her round to said King’s
wharf, where she lay at the time she sailed for Bermuda. I
was part owner of an ullage hogshead of rum which I bought
with Captain Martin in Bermuda, and from which the crew
were supplied on our return home without any expense to the
owners of the cargo : yet on our arrival at Bath, Gen. King
inquired of said Green to whom said ullage hogshead belonged, and on being answered that it belonged to myself and said
Martin, said King replied that it was the vessel’s privilege,
that we had no business With it, and the least they could do
was to charge us with duties on it. In making said voyage,
one Johnson was second mate, though his name was in the
papers as master, and Capt. Martin commanded the brig, and
in all things was acting master. I further depose and say that
said brig Two Sisters sailed under the protection of a British
license, the same being entrusted to my care and possession,
and was destroyed by me on our arrival in the United States,
from Bermuda.
CHARLES LITTLE.
Kennebec, ss. October 28, 1824 —Then the above named
Little appeared before me and made solemn oath that the above
deposition by him subscribed, contained the truth and nothing
but the truth.
MOSES H. ROLLINS, Justice of the Peace.

Extracts from the deposition of Mr. Joseph Harrod, taken by
order of the Committee on the Judiciary of the U. S. Senate.
Interrogatory. Were there to your knowledge many
vessels from this State, at Bermuda during the last war with
Great Britain ? Do you know that there were any vessels
from Bath with provisions, &c. ? Do you know the names of
any of those vessels, or their masters, and who did you under
stand were the owners of their cargoes at Bath ?
Answer. To the first clause of this question, I answer,
there were. To the residue of said question, I say that there
was one vessel there, from Bath, loaded with potatoes, &c.
whose name was “ Two-Sisters,” and one Martin was her
mister. It was confidently reported in Bermuda (hut of the
truth of the fact I do not undertake to state) that said cargo
was the property of General William King of Bath. I further
say that my recollection is more distinct with regard to this
vessel, from the circumstance that she made two trips at least
whilst I remained at Bermuda. There were other vessels
there from Bath ; but their names, their masters or owners I
do not now recollect.
E.
I, John Ramsay, of Bath, in the state of Maine, of lawful
age, do depose and say, that I laboured for General William
King of said Bath, and upon his farm, during the whole of
the late war between the United States and Great Britain;
that in the season of eighteen hundred and thirteen, said King
raised a large quantity of potatoes, which I assisted in digging,
and which said King shipped principally to the West Indies.
Mr. King, himself, was frequently present while we were
digging said potatoes and I heard him say that he was going to
ship them to the West Indies ; and I well recollect this cir
cumstance :—Some of the potatoes were black, and Mr. King
sai l he did not know as the black ones would do to ship to the
Negroes in the West Indies, with the rest, on account of their
colour. The potatoes, after being dug and the small ones tak
en out, were carried in carts to Mr. King’s store, standing
upon his wharf. They were then put into barrels and thence
on board the vessel lying at said wharf. I was present when
some of the potatoes were packed in barrels, and saw Mr.
King superintending the packing and giving directions con
cerning them. At this time the brig Two-Sisters was lying at
said wharf, and I understood that some of these potatoes, a
considerable quantity of them, went on board said brig, and
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were carried to Bermuda. After the return of this brig I
heard Mr. King say, that his potatoes sold well, and that he
got a good price for them. One Martin had been master of
said brig, and appeared to be so on this occasion.
Some of the potatoes raised this season, upon Mr. King’s
farm, were shipped by him on board other vessels whose names
I do not now recollect.
JOHN RAMSAY.
Lincoln,ss. Bath, Oct. 22d, 1824.—Then John Ramsay,
personally appeared and made oath to the truth of the forego
ing deposition by him subscribed—before me,
DAVID C. MAGOUN, Justice of the Peace.

F.
I, John Skolfield, of Brunswick, do testify and declare, that
in the month of December, A. D. 1813, I sailed from Bath, in
the brig called the Two-Sisters, which vessel I understood
was the property of Peter H. Green and William Emerson of
said Bath—that said brig was laden at the wharf of William
King in said Bath, principally with lumber, and went from
said port of Bath direct to the island of Bermuda, where the
vessel and cargo were sold ; that I was master of said brig
and Clement Martin supercargo, and the vessel was protected
by a British license and called, on the voyage, by the name o’
Ollengreen ; that said Emerson was at Bermuda while I was
there, and was there considered as the chief clerk of William
King, of said Bath, and supposed to be attending to his busi
ness, in said island ; and from all I heard and saw while on
board of said brig Two-Sisters, I considered said King to be
interested with said Green & Emerson in said brig and cargo
and, in fact, as the principal owner.
And while at the Island of Bermuda I there saw Capt. John
Lane, of said Bath, on board the brig Cameleon, which sail
brig was under English colors, and said Lane stated to me
that he had bought a part of said brig Cameleon for William
King, and with his (King’s) money. And said brig Camele
on was loaded at and sailed from said Island of Bermuda with
said Lane on board as the real master, although the name o
Gilliardwasin her papers. And from said island of Bermuda
I returned to Bath in the schooner Abigail, James Merryman
master ; which said schooner was also loaded and fitted out by
said Peter H. Green & William Emerson, with William John
son on board as supercargo.
JOHN SKOLFIELD.
Lincoln, ss. Bath, July 3d, 1824.—John Skolfield ap
peared and made oath to the truth of the within deposition by
him subscribed—before me,
DAVID C. MAGOUN, Justice of the Peace.
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A.
I, William Farrin, of Topsham, in the State of Maine, do
testify and say, that during the non-intercourse I was chief
mate of the brig Harmony, John Skolfield, master, that the
said brig Harmony lay and was loaded principally at General
William King’s wharf, in Bath, previous to going to sea, dur
ing said non-intercourse, in the month of December. While
at the wharf, the said King was, or acted as managing owner,
furnishing supplies, rigging, &c. and superintending in person
all business in relation to the said vessel. We cleared, as was
said to me by Capt. Skolfield, for Fayal; but with the intention
of proceeding to Liverpool. We arrived in Liverpool, after
touching at Cork, in Ireland, not having seen Fayal, which
must have been considerably south of our track. We sold our
deck load in Cork, and our hold full in Liverpool, where the
Harmony was disposed of, and Capt. Skolfield returned by
way of Halifax, and I to Bath by way of Boston.
I, the above named William Farrin, do also testify and say,
that during the war with Great Britain, I was chief mate
of the brig Two-Sisters, Clement Martin, of Harpswell, mas
ter ; in which vessel, after, as I understood clearing for St.
Barts, we proceeded directly for, and in due time arrived in
Bermuda, where we sold our cargo, taking on board either in
payment as I rather supposed, or on freight, salt, rum and
woollens, with which we arrived in Harpswell, July 3d, dur
ing the war as aforesaid. After this the said brig Two-Sis
ters was carried to Bath, and I entered for another voyage in
the said capacity of mate, with the former master. Our load
ing and other business of the vessel while we lay in Bath, at
King’s wharf, was superintended and transacted by Messrs.
Green & Emerson, of said Bath, personally; and as I recol
lect, the crew of the said brig signed the articles, and receiv
ed their advance wages in said King’s or Green &Emerson’s
store. We sailed in said brig Two-Sisters, (after clearing ves
sel and cargo, as I was told, for St. Barts) again for Bermuda,
where we safely arrived and sold, and returned without cargo,
excepting some silks, cambrics and muslins ; and on our re
turn, Gen. King came into the cabin and took away some
of the muslin or cambric, which he carried to his house. Our
account of wages was settled in Green & Emerson’s store, and
we received our dues from, I think, Peter H. Green, of the
said firm.
And I, the above named William Farrin, do further testify
and say, that not long after my return in the Two-Sisters, as
above, and during the war as aforesaid, I took command of the
schooner Tobias, then lying in Topsham, which vessel I moved
down to King’s wharf, in Bath, where we finished loading,
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and after clearing for St. Barts, I arrived at Bermuda, where I
sold the cargo, principally for cash, and returned to Bath.—My impression is, that Gen. King was interested in this voy
age, for on my return he directed me to take the cash I brought
home, up to the Bank, I also testify and say, that we sailed
both voyages in the Two-Sisters, as also in the Tobias, under
protection of British Licenses, though we had American pa
pers. While in Bermuda, I frequently saw Capt. Lane, of
Bath, who had sold the brig Valerius and cargo previously in
Trinidad, and had with the proceeds of that sale, as he told me,
purchased in Bermuda, a brig, prize to the English, which was,
afterwards, under the nominal command of Capt. Gilliard,
Capt. Lane being on board, captured by an American privateer.
I also testify and say, that during my stay in Bermuda, I was
in habits of daily intercourse with William Emerson,of the firm
of Green & Emerson, who went to Bermuda at the time, and dur
ing the war abovementioned, in a schooner
*
carrying a deck
load of stock, which he sold at Bermuda. Wm. FARRIN.
Lincoln, ss. Oct. 13, 1824.—Personally appeared the
within named William Farrin, and made oath to the truth of
the within deposition by him subscribed, before me,
MOSES EMERY, Justice of Peace.
G.
I, Allethea Lane, of Bath, in the state of Maine, do depose
and say—That my late husband, John Lane, for several years
previous to the late war with Great Britain, sailed as master
of a vessel in the employ of Gen. Wm. King, of Bath ; that
the last time he sailed for him from the port of Bath, was in
the brig Valerius, on the 30th day of November 1812, or
thereaboats, loaded with lumber and bound to a foreign
port; that after touching atseveral portsand being on his way
to Trinidad, he was captured by the British and carried into that
port. The brig and cargo were sold and the proceeds of the
same, or a part thereof delivered by order of the governor
to my husband, with which he in company with another
(southern American) Gentleman purchased an English schooner
called the Union and used her in trading between Trinidad,
Bermuda and other West India islands, for some time, until
they considerably increased the property, when in the latter
part of eighteen hundred and thirteen they purchased the
English Letter of Marque brig, called the Cameleon, formerly
the Letter of Marque brig called the Leopard, of Portland,
owned by Messrs. Clapp & Cobb of Portland.
* Supposed to be the Saucy-Jack, of Bath, whitewashed under the Swedish
name, Crown-Prince.
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The foregoing facts I obtained from my husband, who is
now dead, and what follows in this deposition I ascertained
by various conversations which I heard between said King,
William Emerson of said Bath, who is also dead, and my
husband, and conversations which I had with them severally,
at different times, in regard to the same subject and partly
from my own knowledge of the facts. In the latter part of
December, 1813, or in January, 1814, said Emerson who
had for several years previous been the clerk and agent in
business of said King and was then as I understood concerned
in business with Peter H. Green of said Bath, arrived at
Bermuda and purchased an interest in the Brig Cameleon
which was then at Bermuda, and also in the schooner Union,
and on the arrival of said schooner at Bermuda, which was
shortly after said purchase, said Emerson took possession and
had the management of her, and my husband continued in
possession of the brig, both vessels sailing under British pa
pers and colors and with British officers. The brig and
schooner having taken on board cargoes of considerable value,
that of the brig consisting partly of steel, both sailed for St.
John, N. B. or Halifax
*
and on the way there the brig was
taken by an American armed vessel and carried into Ports
mouth N. H. and there condemned. My husband and the
English Captain returned to Bath, I think, in May or June
eighteen hundred and fourteen. Mr. Emerson, with the
schooner reached St. John, N. B. or Halifax, there discharged,
took in another cargo of live stock and sailed again for the
West Indies, and after disposing of the same, returned with
another cargo to St.John, N.B. or Halifax, and thence sailed for
Castine in the United States, then in the possession of the Brit
ish, with a considerable quantity of English goods, consisting
of broadcloths, silks and other articles. On the arrival of said
Emerson, in said schooner, at Castine, which was, I think, in
the autumn of eighteen hundred and fourteen, he immediate
ly communicated information of his arrival at Castine, to my
husband, then at Bath, who went direct to that place, where
he met said Emerson, who with my husband brought a part
of said English Goods secretly to Bath, and concealed them
in our house and elsewhere. Shortly after this, my husband
and Mr. Emerson, under the direction of said King, went to
Castine for the remainder of said goods. They started in
the night with a double sleigh, as I think, brought the goods
and delivered them into the possession of said King. Before,
however, Mr. King would consent to have my husband return
* It appears by letter of Capt. Patten, (marked I.) that the brig Cameleon
had made one voyage to Trinidad previous to the voyage here referred to.
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to Castine for the remainder of the goods, he required him to
assign over to him (said King,) the right and interest which
my husband claimed in the goods in common with Mr. King
and others, for his services and commissions, said King being
dissatisfied that the first parcel of goods were brought to our
house, instead of being delivered to him. After the goods were
landed at Castine, as aforesaid, a cargo of live stock was taken
on board said schooner Union, at Castine, and Capt Oliver, one
of Mr. King’s old ship masters, went out in said schooner, from
Castine to the West Indies by the way of St. John or Halifax,
with another cargo.
It was always my habit, in time of peace, and before this
transaction, while my husband as a ship master was engaged in
the employment of Mr. King at sea, to call upon him and get
whatever I wanted for myself and family on account of my
husband’s services, and after he sailed the last time in the brig
Valerius as stated before, I called upon Mr. King as usual, and
received what I wanted toward his services, until it began to
be suspected that the brig Valerius and himself were lost, not
having been heard from within the time expected. Mr, King
then became very sparing. When however I had heard that
my husband was not only alive, but that he was doing well
with said English schooner, and brig which had been purchas
ed with the proceeds of the cargo of the Valerius and the in
crease of those proceeds, I went to Mr. King and told him that
as my husband was doing well for him, I presumed he would
help me. Mr. King answered yes, they say he is doing well
for me, and that he would let me have what I wanted. Ho
did accordingly let me have money, &c. on account of his ser
vices. Sometime after this, however, having heard that the
brig Cameleon was taken and carried into Portsmouth, N. H.
I called again on Mr. King, and asked him if he thought the
brig taken was the one in which my husband was, he answer
ed yes, that it was undoubtndly the same brig, and that all
was gone to the devil, appearing to be very angry that he had
met with this loss, though the schooner Union was still em
ployed.
While said English goods were at our house, this being af
ter the capture and loss of the brig Cameleon, Mr. King call
ed there and had some misunderstanding with my husband
concerning them. Mr. King thought my husband was not
entitled to any of them, as they were the proceeds or earnings
of the property purchased with his money, and blamed my
husband for not consulting him as owner of said goods before
he went down to Castine the first time for them. My husband
thought that Mr. King ought not to take any part of the goods
then at our house, as he thought they were not sufficient to
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pay the amount due him for wages and commissions, &c. and
that he had a right to retain them for that purpose. Mr. King
however claimed them as his property, and finally a division
being agreed upon, my husband delivered him a part and kept,
a part himself. The second parcel of goods, brought from
Castine, Mr. King and others, as owners, claimed and received
the whole of. In this whole business, after Mr. Emerson be
came interested in said schooner and brig, Mr. King conducted
himself in all respects as an owner in said vessels, and was so
considered and treated by all interested, both in regard to the
management and earnings of the same, as I understood.
ALLETHEA LANE.
Lincoln, ss. Bath, Oct. 22, 1824.—Then personally ap
peared the above Allethea Lane, and made oath to the truth of
the foregoing deposition by her subscribed, before me,
DAVID C. MAGOUN, Justice of the Peace.

H.
I, William Clifford, of Bath, in the State of Maine, of lawful
age, do depose and say—That being mate on board the brig
Valerius of Bath, owned by William King, of said Bath, with
a cargo of lumber on board, John Lane, master, on or about
the thirtieth day of November in the year eighteen hundred
and twelve, sailed in said brig having cleared for Cayenne, and
arrived in the river Oronoko, where we disposed of a small
part of our cargo for the purpose of paying our expenses there,
and thence under the protection of a British license, sailed for
the British port Trinidad, and on our way there, were captur
ed by a British man-of-war, and carried into said Trinidad,
upon the ground that our license was not issued from the
proper authority. But upon trial, the license was sanctioned
by the court, or tribunal before whom the trial was had, and
the brig and cargo discharged on the payment of about two
hundred dollars. The brig being old and weak, and the license
extending but about thirty days from the time we were carri. ed into Trinidad, so that there was not sufficient time for our
return to the United States, under the license, it was thought
advisable to strip the brig and sell her and the cargo to the
best advantage in our power. The brig was accordingly
stripped and sold ; and after remaining there about three
months, 1 left Capt. Lane at Trinidad, retailing the cargo, as
I think, at about sixty dollars per thousand ; and I arrived at
said Bath in the evening. On the night of my arrival at Bath,
I called at the house of said King, whom I did not then see,
he having retired to rest. The next morning however said
King sent his hired man to request me to call upon him again.
4
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I accordingly called and gave to Mr. King a full and minute
account of all the particulars of the voyage, and of what had
been done and what was doing at the time I left Trinidad in
regard to the brig and cargo, what the cargo was selling for
and so forth. This communication I made to Mr. King by
the request of Capt. Lane, and with the whole business he ap
peared to be well satisfied, except that Captain Lane did no
write to him ; but on my explaining to him the difficulty and
danger of writing, as it. might expose the property, Mr. King
appeared to be well satisfied with Capt. Lane, in this particu
lar. Capt. Lane gave me an order on Mr. King for my wa
ges. which he paid. I further depose and say, that in th
summer of eighteen hundred and fourteen, during the war,
shipped on board the English schooner whereof Meddows wa
master, and William Emerson, of said Bath, supercargo, my
capacity on board of said schooner being that of mate ; sh
then lying at St. John, N. B. Said schooner was taken to St.
Stephens where a cargo was taken on board consisting of lum
her in the hold, and sheep on deck. Being then loaded, we
sailed direct to Bermuda, a British Port, where we arrive
and w here said Emerson sold the cargo, and the sheep parti
ularly to the military officers of the government, I think,
the commissary. We then took in our return cargo consis
ing of Salt and English Dry Goods, principally, say cloths, an
so forth. We then sailed for St. Andrews, N. B. where we
arrived after a passage of about thirteen days, and thence went
to St. Stephens, where I left said schooner and Capt. Oliver
said Bath took my place on board of her as mate, said Oliver
having been an old ship master in the employ of said Kin
From all appearances and circumstances within my notic
while on board said schooner in regard to the cargoes out and
home. I was fully impressed and had no doubt of the fact th
said King was interested in said schooner and cargoes.
WM. CLIFFORD

STATE OF MAINE.
Lincoln, ss. June 24, 1824.—Then personally appea
William Clifford above named, and after the above declarat
by him subscribed was carefully read to him he made oath
the truth of the same, before me,
EBEN. CLAP, Justice of the Peace

I.

Bath, Nov. 3d, 1824
Sir,—Your favour of the 28th ult. requesting any infor
tion I may possess in relation to the brig Cameleon, capture

and condemned as enemy’s property during the late war,
this day received, and I readily comply with your request.
The Cameleon was under British papers and appeared to be
a British vessel, was commanded by George Gilliard an Eng
lishman, who was the ostensible owner. I was mate, and the
crew were of all nations. Capt. John Lane was on board as
acting sailing master, and Mr. Wm. Emerson as a passenger.*
We sailed from Bermuda in February, 1814, with a cargo
composed principally of lumber for Trinidad, and arrived in
safety and returned from Trinidad to Bermuda. I think in
April following; from thence we proceeded for St. John, N.
Brunswick, and were captured by the privateer Mammoth, of
Baltimore, as near as I can recollect, some time in May; the
Captain, acting sailing master, myself and most of the crew,
were taken on board the privateer and carried into Portland.
Who were the real owners of the vessel and cargo, or on
whose account she was fitted out, I cannot tell ; what little in
formation I ever had on the subject, has escaped my recollec
tion. Respectfully, Your Obedient Servant,
JOHN PATTEN.

K.
Copy of a Letter from a respectable Merchant, the original of
which is in the hands of the publisher.
November 4th, 1824.
Sir,—Your favour of this day requesting me “ to state any
facts within my knowledge in relation to Mr. King’s interest
in the trade from this place to Bermuda or other British ports
during the late war, or any conversations had with him on
the subject,” is this moment banded me; and in answer I
would observe, that in relation to Mr. King’s trade to Ber
muda, I know nothing, all my impressions on the subject were
received from the statements of other persons, and 1 never had
but one conversation with him in regard to it.
I was at Bermuda in December, 1813, and January, Febru
ary and March, 1814, while I was there the brig Cameleon and
schooner Union fitted out under British colors ; the Cameleon
sailed I think the 12th of February for the West Indies.—
Capt. John Lane and Mr. William Emerson, of Bath, were
engaged in fitting her out, appeared to be interested and sailed
in her.
*
I returned to tins place the last of March, 1814, and
soon after met Mr. King, who asked me if I saw Mr. Emer
son and Capt. Lane out there, and what they were doing. I
answered that I saw them and his brig, and that they sailed
at the time mentioned above. He made enquiries in relation
* This was the voyage made previous to her sailing for St. John.

28
to the schooner. What the answers were or what other con
versation was had at the time I do not recollect.
Yours truly,
------------- .
L.
fixtract of a Letter from Edward W. Bradshaw, Esq. a res
pectable citizen of the United States, dated
“ Havana, Sept. 25th, 1824.
All that I do know of Mr. King having illicit trade with
the enemy during the war, was Capts. Lane and Silsby,
and Mr. George Gilliard (of the Island of Trinidad) informed
me, that Mr. King, Mr. Emerson, himself, with a Capt. Ogden
of New-Haven, owned the brig
*
that was taken by the Mam
moth, and brought into Portland or Portsmouth,** (and the same
brig I know was fitted out as a privateer out of the latter
place.) I also know, after I got this information, and during
the war, I had to go to the eastward, on Consular business, to
Castine and Eastport, then in the hands of the British ; that
Mr. King told me he expected I would meet Mr. Emerson at
one of those places, and wished me to take an order from him
to receive all the effects that Mr. Emerson had in his hands,
which I did. I did not meet Mr. Emerson ; Mr. Gilliard
told me the brig that he was in, was to go from St. John with
horses, neat cattle and provisions, to Barbadoes and Trinidad.
A1J these facts I can positively swear to.”
M.
I, James Merryman, 3d, of Harpswell, in the State of Maine,
testify and say that I was part owner of the schooner Abigail,
in which vessel I sailed as master, from Bath, in the month of
November, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen ; that
William Emerson of the firm of Green & Emerson, was on
board the schooner---------,± of Bath, Silsby, master, bound
as well as myself, and sailing the same day for the same port,
Bermuda, where we duly arrived. Three fourths of the Abi
gail were chartered by the above firm, Green & Emerson, and
the lading put on board by the same firm, at Bath. After our
arrival in Bermuda, I was frequently in company with the
aforesaid Emerson, who, with Capt. John Lane, and others
concerned in the same vessels and cargoes, concluded to invest
the proceeds of our outward cargoes in sugars, which was ac*Formerly the letter of Marque brig Leopard of Portland, then the British
brig Carneleon with the same armament.
** Carried into Portsmouth and there condemned and sold as enemy’s prop
erty.
+ Saucy-Jack, alias Crown-Prince.

cordingly done, and the sugars shipped as I recollect, to Bath.
This investment was contrary to advice of General King, from
whom, as 1 understood, a letter or instructions had been receiv
ed, after our arrival in Bermuda. This letter, I, as well as
others, saw, while lying at Bermuda.
JAMES MERRYMAN.
Cumberland, ss. Oct, 12th, 1824.—Personally appeared
the above named James Merryman, 3d, and made oath to the
truth of the foregoing statement, by him subscribed, before
me,
JOSEPH EATON, Justice of the Peace.

N.
Cumberland, ss.
Harpswell, Oct. 26th, 1824.
I, Thomas Skolfield, of Harpswell, in the County of Cumber
land, and State of Maine, of lawful age, do testify and say, on
oath—That sometime in November in the time of our last
war, I owned one quarter part of the schooner Abigail of
Harpswell, and she was loaded for Bermuda, and I felt dissat
isfied with the voyage, therefore I sold my part to Messrs.
Green and Emerson of Bath, on sixty days, and before said
sixty days were out, Gen. William King of Bath paid the
note. Said schooner had a British license, and I, the said
Thomas, sold it for the good of the concern ; and James Mer
ryman, 3d, who was an owner in said schooner was owing
John Curtis, of Harpswell, and myself some money, and we,
as he was going out in said schooner, requested of him some
other security of property besides his note of hand, and he (the
said James) brought us a policy signed by General William
King, from the port of Bath, bound to Bermuda and then
back to some port in the United States, as collateral security
for said debt.
THOMAS SKOLFIELD.

Subscribed and sworn to, on the above named day, before me.
JOSEPH EATON, Justice of the Peace.
It will be perceived, by the following bond, marked 0, that
Mr. King explicitly acknowledged an interest in the voyage
of the Leander, which was made, as appears by the letter of
Capt. Harward, (P,) to an enemy’s port, during the late war
with Great Britain.

0.
Know all men by those presents—That we, *******
of Bath, County of Lincoln, merchants, and William Emerson
and Wm. King, all of Bath, aforesaid, merchants, are holden,
-and stand firmly bound and obliged unto ---------and---------- ,
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of Bath, aforesaid, merchants, in the full and just sum of
ten thousand dollars, to be paid to the said---------, their ex
ecutors, administrators or assigns, to the which payment, well
and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors,
and administrators firmly by these presents.
Sealed with our seals, dated the thirtieth day of September,
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and thir
teen.
The condition of this obligation is such, that whereas the
above named, have this day signed certain penal bonds to the
United States, at the Custom house, in Bath, for and in behalf
of the charterers, &c. of the brig Leander. Now if the bonds
above mentioned to the United States should be cancelled and
no penalty incurred, then the obligation shall be null and void,
and of no effect. But if said bond should be violated and re
covered against the said-------- , then this obligation shall re
main in full force until said -------- are indemnified for
all damage As far as we are respectively concerned.
In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and
seals this thirtieth day of September one thousand eight hun
dred and thirteen.
Signed, and sealed
s.)
in presence of
William Torrey.
WILLIAM EMERSON, (l. s.)
WILLIAM KING.
(l. s.)

P.

Bath, Nov. 5 th, 1824.
Sir,—Your letter is this moment received, in answer to
which I can state, that I sailed from Bath in the brig Leander,
as mate, for the island of Antigua, in September 1813 with a
cargo of lumber, which cargo we there disposed of, and from
thence we returned to Bath, January, 1814,
Yours Respectfully,
WILLIAM HARWARD.
Note.—See remarks explanatory of this voyage, page 16.
It may be well to observe that Mr. King’s patriotism dur
ing the late war, whatever it may have been, was well paid.
In addition to the sum of $347 received from the State of Mas
sachusetts for his military services, such representations were
made to the government, that he received from the United
States $200 per month for over 10 months, which with for
age, subsistence, servants, &c. amounted to the sum of more
than 3400 dollars, for services, as he alleges in raising volun-
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teers. It would probably, be difficult for the people of Maine
to conjecture what services of that value Mr. King rendered
to the government, unless the appointment of officers to the
volunteer regiments, might be worth that amount, in addition
to the patronage it gave him. Yet such, to wit, upwards of
$3747 is the amount of pay received by him for services,
certified upon honor to have been performed during the war,
as appears from the pay rolls at Washington.
The documents respecting one other fact, are also of some
importance to the public. By the Constitution of Maine, “no
person, holding any office, or place under the United States,
this State, or any other power, shall exercise the office of
Governor.” The following papers show how far Mr. King,
in one instance, regarded that Constitution and his oath of office,
having received pay from the United States or from the
State of Maine, for which no equivalent was rendered ; the
two offices being incompatible. Nor will it be contended
that the duties of both were performed by Mr. King, for the
term for which he drew pay for both.
EXTRACT.

STATE OF MAINE.
Treasury Office, Portland, Oct. 28th, 1824.
Sir,—In compliance with the request contained in your let
ter of the 25th instant, I find, on examining the books in this
office, that there is charged to the State for the payment of
Governor’s salaries, viz :
Amount paid William King, Esq. for his pay as
Governor from the 15th March 1820, to the
28th of May, 1821, 1,808 13
Amount paid William D. Williamson Esq. exer
cising the office of Governor from the 28th
May, to the 4th of December, 1821,
781 17
Amount paid Benjamin Ames, Esq. exercising the
office of Governor, from 5th to 31st of Decem
ber, 1821,
105 45
I am, respectfully,
Your humble Serv’t.
ELIAS THOMAS, Treasurer.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT.
Register’s Office, 22dJune, 1824.
It appears from accounts of Fontaine Maury, agent of the
Department of State, in relation to the Treaty with Spain, of
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22d February, 1819, that the salary of William King one of
Board of Commissioners, commenced on the 31st March, 1821,
being the date of his appointment.
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register of the Treasury,
of the United States

Part

second.

DOCUMENTS

IN RELATION TO MARK LANGDON HILL.
” We can never agree to support for a public station, any citizen who has
at any time, directly opposed the execution of the laws, or indirectly fomented
or favoured an opposition to them.”—National Intelligencer, Sept. 11, 1824.

Whether Mr. Hill has in the manner stated by the Intelli
gencer forfeited his claim to “support for a public station,”
may be ascertained from the following depositions and facts.
If they are to be believed, Mr. Hill, as one of the owners of
the brig Mary Jane and cargo, did, during the Embargo laid
in 1807, employ a number of resolute men to force the said
brig out to sea in violation of the Embargo, and in resistance
of the armed force of the United States, that said vessel was
furnished with guns, carriages, muskets, powder, balls, shot
and other warlike implements, for the purpose of such resis
tance ; that the brig, armed and manned as aforesaid, with
the crew disguised by having their faces blacked, did, in the
night time pass down the river, and, on meeting with resist
ance from the U. S. Revenue Cutter, fired upon her with balls
and shot, and also on the fort at the mouth of the river; and
that she did thus fight her way out of the harbour and proceed
to sea ; that she arrived at the West Indies, where the vessel
and cargo were sold, and the proceeds left for some time,
which proceeds or a part thereof were afterwards shipped to
the United States and entered at the Custom House, for Mr.
Hill and by him received ; in fact that Mr. Hill was directly
guilty of as flagrant a violation of the laws and as rebellious
an opposition to the government, as can well be imagined.—Against the credibility of these deponents, nothing has been
5
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objected, and it is not known that their veracity has ever been
questioned. The documents may therefore be left to speak
to the public for themselves.

BRIG MARY JANE.
It appears by the Custom House records of the Port of
Bath, that Mark Langdon Hill and Thomas McCobb, of
Georgetown, (now Phipsburgh) were the only owners of the
brig Mary Jane of Georgetown, from the 19th of December,
1804, and that no change of said brig’s papers took place at
any subsequent period, nor was there any evidence of a transfer of the property of said vessel, ever lodged in said Custom
House. The proceeds of said vessel and cargo or a part there
of, namely, six thousand one hundred and eighty three gallons
of 2d and 3d proof Rum, and four thousand and thirteen gallons
of Molasses, were imported into the District of Bath, on the
17th of May,
in the schooner Three Friends, John Mereen, master, from the West Indies, and entered at the request
of said Hill, by Samuel Davis, Esq. of Bath, at the Custom
House aforesaid, as the property of said Hill & McCobb, and
said Merchandize was delivered to Mark Langdon Hili, and
the duties thereon paid by him, or the firm of which he was
the senior partner.
I, Samuel L. Rogers, of Phipsburgh, in the State of Maine,
of lawful age, do depose and say, that during the American
Embargo, which was laid in the year eighteen hundred and
seven, Mark Langdon Hill, of said Phipsburgh, then a part of
Georgetown, was part owner or supposed to be of the brig
Mary Jane, of said Georgetown, then lying at the wharf of
said Hill with a cargo on board, the United States Revenue
Cutter at the same time lying at a place called Parker’s Flats
in the Kennebec river, about a mile below said brig, with a
View to prevent a violation of the Embargo laws. At this timer
and on the day previous to the sailing of said brig, said Hill
sent for me. I accordingly called upon said Hill, and he made
known to me that he was determined notwithstanding the Re
venue Cutter, to send his brig to sea in violation of the Em
bargo law, and wished me to assist in bending the sails of the
brig, and in putting her in readiness. Said Hill particularly
enjoined secrecy upon me, as he intended that day to get the
brig in readiness, and to force her out in the night following.
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and therefore was desirous that no person should know the
fact except those concerned in aid of the object. I accordingly the morning previous to the sailing of the brig, went to
work on board and about the brig to get her in readiness, Mr.
Hill being present, aiding, assisting, and superintending the
business. In the evening, guards were placed at the various
avenues leading to said brig, in order to prevent the approach
of any person, by whom the object might be discovered. In
the course of this day the sails wore bent and the brig gener
ally put in readiness, and in the evening, I aided under the
special superintendance of said Hill, who was more bold and
active in the eight, than he had been in the day lime, in taking
the guns on board said brig for the purpose of being used in
defending her against the United States Revenue Cutter. I
continued with others, to work in making preparation for the
sailing of the brig, until about twelve o’clock at night, when
having all things in readiness, about fifteen men, besides the
officers and crew, being in disguise, having their faces black
ed, went on board the brig, and she was cast off in the presence
of Mr. Hill, and sailed down the river, being myself on board.
As the brig came by the Cutter, the officer of the Cutter hail
ed the brigand receiving no answer, fired upon the brig. The
brig returned the fire upon the Cutter. The brig and the
Cutter passed down the river together, and kept up a constant
lire between them, until they came opposite the United States’
fort, situated at the mouth of the river, when the men in the
fort fired their small arms upon the brig, not having their can
non in readiness, The guns both large and small were turned
upon the fort, and after several discharges from the brig, she
passed beyond the reach of the guns from the fort, and went
to sea. The men, except the officers and crew, returned and
went to the house of Mr. Hill, who had in readiness, refresh
ment suited to the occasion. The result of the enterprise, on
our return to Mr. Hill’s, and the particulars of what transpired
in passing down the river, and in getting to sea were commu
nicated to Mr. Hill, who appeared extremely gratified. Mr.
Hill also furnished the men with rum and food wh
ile they
were making preparations to get the brig off during said day
and night. He also paid me for my services. The arms and
instruments of defence on board the brig at the time she sailed,
and when she attacked the Cutter, consisted of four cannon,
small arms, and pitch-forks.
SAM’l L. ROGERS.
STATE OF MAINE.
Lincoln, ss. Bath, June 9th, 1824.—Then personally ap
peared the above named, Sam’l L. Rogers and made oath to
the truth of the foregoing deposition by him subscribed before
me,
BENJAMIN AMES, Justice Peace,

I, Thomas Rogers, of Phipsburgh, in the County of Lincoln,
and State of Maine, do testify and say that during the United
States Embargo laid in eighteen hundred and seven, Mark
Langdon Hill, of Phipsburgh, then part of Georgetown, was
part owner, or supposed to be, of the brig Mary Jane, of
Georgetown, then lying at the wharf owned by said Hill &
McCobb in said Georgetown, now Phipsburgh, with a cargo
on board. At this time, said Hill called upon me and said
that he was determined, notwithstanding the United States’
Cutter which then lay at Parker’s fiats, in Kennebec river for
the purpose of preventing a violation of the Embargo, to force
his said brig to sea, and therefore wished me to assist with my
hired man, Jotham W. Rogers, and be in readiness, particularly
enjoining secrecy upon me, as he did not wish any body to
know it who could not be depended on. On the evening of
the next day after this conversation, I, with my said hired man
went to perform the promised service, and as I passed down
the said wharf, at the end of which the brig lay, I met said
Hill coming up from the brig, who said to me “ now my good
fellow you must try and do the best you can to get our brig to
sea, for if she does not go to night she will never go.” I
answered, you know we hardly ever fail in what we under
take. We passed down the wharf and Hill went to the black
smith’s shop to get the ring bolts made ready, for the gun
tackles, as I was informed on board. I assisted in getting the
carriage guns and small arms on board. Pitch-forks were
also brought on board by Patrick Powers who that year car
ried on said Hill’s farm, to the number of six or eight, to de
fend the vessel, in case of boarding. Powder and ball was
supplied, as I understood from the town’s stock. In the night
the vessel with myself on board and from twelve to fifteen
men, exclusive of the crew left the wharf and we passed down
the river, till we got a little below said Cutter, when she fired
a gun ahead of us, and after a second gun being discharged at
us, we returned the fire upon the Cutter and passed down the
river in company with the Cutter, keeping up a constant cross
fire, till we were opposite the fort, from which we received
their fire and returned the same and passed out of the river.
The men not belonging to the vessel, and I with others re
turned to the said Hill’s house, where he had previously pro
vided for us an entertainment, of which we partook. On my
arrival at said Hill’s said dwelling-house, all the circumstances
attending the escape of the brig down and out of the river
were related to said Hill, who appeared to be extremely grat
ified with the result and who acknowledged his obligations to
us who had assisted in getting the brig to sea.
THOMAS ROGERS,
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Lincoln, ss. Bath, June 10th, 1824.—Then personally
appeared Thomas Rogers and made oath that the foregoing
deposition by him signed is true, before me,
DAVID SHAW, Justice of the Peace,
I, Thomas Rogers of Phipsburgh, in the State of Maine, do
depose, and say, that previous to the sailing of the brig Mary
Jane, owned by Mark Langdon Hill, and Thomas McCobb of
Phipsburgh, in violation of the American Embargo, laid in
eighteen hundred and seven, concerning which I have already
once deposed, I had a conversation with said Hill who com
municated to me his determination to force said brig out of the
river Kennebec, and desired me to engage a number of men
that could be relied upon for secrecy, and who would not be
cowards, to assist in getting said brig out of the river in the
night I accordingly engaged several such men, and I pro
ceeded in regard to the subject as I have before deposed.
When I deposed before, I forgot to state this part of the con
versation with said Hill upon that subject, and have therefore
felt it my duty to make this additional statement of facts.
THOMAS ROGERS.
Lincoln, ss. July 10th, 1824.—Then personally appeared
the above named, Thomas Rogers and made oath to the truth
of the foregoing deposition by him subscribed, before me,
BENJAMIN AMES, Justice of Peace.

I, Jotham W. Rogers, of Brunswick, in the County of
Cumberland, and State of Maine, do testify and say that during
the United States’ embargo laid in eighteen hundred and sev
en, I was employed to labour for monthly wages by Thomas
Rogers, then of Georgetown, now Phipsburgh, in the county
of Lincoln, and that while so employed, I was directed by
said Rogers to take my musket and accompany him to a shoot
ing match. I accordingly proceeded with the said Thomas,
and two other men, all of us armed, to the house of Mark L.
Hill, then of Georgetown, in Georgetown aforesaid, where we
were invited to go in, by said Hill, and to take something to
drink, and to eat supper, to which we all sat down ; Mr. Hill
being in the room a greater part of the time and himself help
ed us to spirit. After supper we went to the store, at the
head of Hill & McCobb’s wharf. Before I left the house, Mr.
Hill aforesaid, desired me to take a milk pan full of cooked
provisions from his house down to the brig Mary Jane, then ly
ing at said wharf. I took the cooked provisions to the brig, as
requested. I heard Mark Langdon Hill say in the course of
the evening, that “ a few days since, nothing of all this was
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known, and now” saidMr. Hill, “ our gun-carriages and guns
are all in order.” When we entered the house, Mr. Hill requested us to set our guns up—we accordingly placed them
behind the door. After depositing the cooked provisions on
board, I went to work and assisted in taking sails out of the
store, on the wharf, and carrying them on board said brig, and*
assisted in getting the guns, small arms and pitch-forks, on
board, some of which pitch-forks, I understood, at the time,
came from Mr. Hill’s barn and were to be used to repel any
attack on said brig, in case of boarding. During the time Mr.
Hill was active in superintending and directing the business
and in all things acted as owner. All the approaches to the
brig were guarded in order to prevent any discovery. We
went on board the brig and took our stations at the guns, and
elsewhere ; we then scaled our guns, saying let us squib our
guns to let them know that we are coming; meaning, to let
the Revenue Cutter know, then lying at Parker’s flats, an
anchoring ground, about a mile below said Hill’s wharf for
the purpose of preventing any violalion of the embargo. We
cast off from the wharf and made sail for sea, every man at
his post, and when we got opposite the Cutter, we received
her fire and returned it : we then passed down the river, fol
lowed by the Cutter and kept up a constant cross fire until we
got opposite the Fort, when we received the fire from the Fort
also, and returned it both to the Fort and the Cutter, and thus
passed out to sea, when the men, exclusive of those belonging
to the brig, to the number of about fifteen, part of whom were
disguised, having their faces blacked, one of whom was Capt.
Thomas McCobb, partner of said Hill, left the vessel and went
on shore. We then returned to the house of said Hill, who
had provided an entertainment for us, and the facts and cir
cumstances being stated to him, he appeared to be excessively
pleased, and ordered warm water, to wash the black, from our
faces, with which we were disguised. For assisting the es
cape of the brig, Mr. Hill himself told me he would satisfy
me. I was, afterwards, paid by his partner, Capt. Thomas
McCobb. We cast off from the wharf and got under weigh
about midnight. The muskets were loaded with balls, and
the cannon with ball and grape shot.
JOTHAM W. ROGERS.

Lincoln, ss. Bath, June 10th, 1824.—Then personally
appeared the within named Jotham W. Rogers, and made
oath that the within deposition, by him signed, is true, according to the best of his knowledge.
BENJAMIN RANDALL,
Justice of the Peace.
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I, Robert P. Manson, of Georgetown, in the county of Lincoln, and State of Maine, do testify and say—That during; the
embargo laid in eighteen hundred and seven, I was called upout the brig Mary Jane, then
lying inthat part of Georgetown, now called Phipsburgh, and
was paid for my services in theaforesaid capacity of pilot by the
said Tho’s McCobb, then of Georgetown, the sum of fifty dollars that previous to sailing, four carriage guns, with small
arms and pitch-forks, were put on board to protect the brig
against the United States’ Cutter, then lying at Parker’s flats,
and the Fort, at the mouth of the river; that we left the wharf
in the night, and passed down the river until we fell below
the Cutter, when she fired upon said brig, twice. After the
second lire from the Cutter, the brig returned the fire, and the
brigand Cutter went down the river together, keeping up a
cross fire until they were opposite the Fort, when the small
arms were discharged from the fort, the large guns not being
in a state of readiness. The fire was returned upon the Fort
from the brig, which passed out of the mouth of the river,
when the men who had assisted the escape of the brig, and
who, about twelve men were not a part of the crew, but dis
guised for this purpose, having their faces blacked, left the
vessel and went on shore. I understood that the avenues
leading to the vessel, before her sailing, were watched; and I was
told by the said Thomas McCobb that the brigand cargo were
bound to Demerara. Said Hill was Mark Langdon Hill of
the firm of Hill and McCobb.
R. P. MANSON.
Lincoln, ss. Bath, June 10th, 1824.—Then personally
appeared Robert P. Manson, and made oath that the foregoing
Deposition by him signed, is true. Before the,
DAVID SHAW, Justice of the Peace.
I, James G. Rogers, of Phipsburgh, in the State of Maine,
of lawful age, do depose and say—That during the American
embargo, laid in eighteen hundred and seven, I was informed
that Mark Langdon Hill, and Thomas McCobb, both then of
that part of Georgetown, in said State of Maine, which is now
Phipsburgh, and owners of the brig Alary Jane, then lying at
the wharf of said Hill & McCobb, in the Kennebec river with
a cargo on board, had determined to force said brig to sea the
then following night. This information was given me by my
brother William Rogers, who was engaged as one of the crew,
* So extraordinary an occasion deserved extraordinary pay. Five
would have been a fair, and not less than the customary pilotage.

dollars
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to go in said brig, and who asked me to go with him and assist
in bending the sails of the brig and in getting her out of the
river, though, as he thought, and said, there would be danger
oflosing my life. I told him I would go, and went according
ly. I reached the brig about nine o’clock in the evening and
assisted in bending the sails and in getting the brig in readiness for sea. While I was present, the four carriage guns and
small arms were taken on board. Mr. Hill, I think was pres
ent, the avenues to the brig being guarded, that no person, ex
cept those engaged in the enterprize, might know the object.
Every thing being in readiness, the guns were scaled, the brig
cast oil about midnight and we passed down the river till we
came about opposite the United States Cutter, then lying at
Parker’s flats in said river about one mile and a half below
said Hill & McCobb’s wharf, when we received two guns from
said Cutter, and her fire was returned from the brig, which
with the Cutter in pursuit, passed down the river, keeping up
between them a constant fire, till we came nearly against the
fort at the mouth of said river, when we received the fire of
the fort and returned it from the brig. We then went out of
the liver, and those on board who did not belong to the brig,
about fifteen in number, who were in disguise with blacked
faces, returned on shore. I with others came by the house of
Mark Langdon Hill, who had in readiness, refreshment for us,
and who on hearing from us the particulars about the brig, appeared to be very much gratified. For my services on this
occasion, I was paid either by said Hill or McCobb, who were
the copartners in business. While passing down the river in
the brig, I was most of the time aloft.
JAMES G. ROGERS.
STATE OF MAINE.
Lincoln, ss. Bath, June, 10th 1824.—Then personally
appeared James G. Rogers, and made oath to the truth of the
foregoing deposition, by him subscribed, contained upon the
foregoing papers, according to the best of his knowledge, be
fore me,
BENJAMIN AMES, Justice of the Peace.
I, John Mereen, of Phipsburgh, in the State of Maine, of
lawful age, do depose and say—That Mark Langdon Hill of
said Phipsburgh, in the latter part of eighteen hundred and
ten, or January, eighteen hundred and eleven, chartered of
Gilmore Percy and others, the schooner Three Friends, of
Georgetown, and took on board a cargo of lumber. The said
Hill then engaged me as master of said schooner to gotoDemerara, dispose of the cargo, and there collect the proceeds of
the sales of the brig Alary Jane of Georgetown, and her car.
go ; which brig Mary Jane with her cargo, sailed from the
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It appears that William King, who recommended Mark L.
Hill to the President of the United States as a suitable per
son to fill the office of Collector of the Customs for the Dis
trict of Bath, did it with a full knowledge of the transaction
referred to in the foregoing depositions, having stated in a letfer addressed by him to the Hon. Orchard Cook, member of
Congress, Washington city, dated Bath, January 5, 1809, that
this “ vessel went to sea from Georgetown (now Phipsburg)
on Tuesday last, in opposition to an armed cutter and the
fort. It is said that she fired two guns to the government’s
one—there was no person injured on board the cutter or at
the fort, but the shot, it seems, went round them in all
directions. It is likewise said that they had the offer of any
number of men they might want. They had on board about
30, most of which were landed the same night.”.
The latter part of the foregoing, and the whole of the fol
lowing, depositions, relate to the voyage of the sloop Adoniram,also in violation of said Embargo. According to these
depositions, the sloop was chartered and fitted out by Hill &
McCobb, expressly for the purpose of violating the laws, and
like the Mary Jane, armed for the purpose of resisting the
government, though not with so great a force ; the flour was
sent out previously, on the Sabbath, in a smaller vessel, to lie
off and on at the mouth of the river and wait for the Adoniram ;
part of the fish were put on board of her before sailing, the
flour taken from the smaller vessel after she went out, and she
lay off Monhegan island for some time till the remainder of
the fish reached her from Boothbay.
It is also stated by
Capt. Oliver, that Mr. Hill, in this case as well as in the other,
was personally and actively engaged in managing the voyage,
making the outfits, and encouraging and profiting by, the re
ristence of public authority.

I, Thomas Oliver, of Georgetown, in the State of Maine,
of lawful age, do depose and say—That some time in the sum
mer of eighteen hundred and eight, and during the American
embargo, I was called upon by Thomas McCobb late of Phipsburgh, in said Stale, and then a partner in business with Mark
Langdon Hill, of said Phipsburgh, negotiating business under

43

the firm oi Hill & McCobb, and said McCobb made known to
me, that he and Mr. Hill had some fish and flour on hand, and
were desirous of obtaining a small vessel, and sending her to
the West Indies, and wished me to engage in the enterprise.
I made known to said M’Cobb, that Benjamin Emmons, of
said Georgetown, had such a vessel as he described. We
parted without having completed any bargain in regard to the
subject. After this conversation with said McCobb, I went
to the house of said Hill by previous arrangement, upon this
business, where 1 met said Hill & McCobb, who made known
to me that the contemplated voyage was by them determined
upon; that they had obtained a small sloop of said Emmons,
of about fifty tons, called the Adoniram of Georgetown; that
the fish they had on hand they should take over across the
river, to said Emmonsflakes, in order to air them, before they
put them on board the vessel, which then lay at Emmons’
wharf, and that they wished to agree with me as master of
said sloop, to perform the voyage. I accordingly made an
agreement with said Hill and McCobb, both being present—
though the conversation as to the price and particulars of the
agreement which I had, was at this time principally with said
Hill, to take command of said sloop, and with a cargo of fish,
flour, and a small quantity of cheese, to go to Demerara, and
there sell the vessel and cargo for cash. Shortly after this,
said McCobb informed me that he had agreed for the schooner
Washington of Georgetown, to take from the store of Hill &
McCobb a quantity of flour, carry it out of the mouth of the
Kennebec river, and lay off at sea until said sloop Adoniram,
after having taken a part of her cargo on board at the wharf
of said Emmons, should come out of said river and then take
said flour on board of her, from said schooner Washington,
and said McCobb desired me to go and assist in taking said flour
from said store, and in putting it on board said schooner
Washington. I accordingly in the night time went to the
store of said Hill & McCobb, upon their wharf at which said
schooner Washington then lay, and assisted in putting on
board of her from said store, one hundred barrels of flour, or
thereabouts. Hill and McCobb were both present and assist
ed—Mr. Hill as I well recollect, held the lantern. This was
on Saturday night, and the schooner, with the flour, passed out
of the river the next morning, being Sabbath, and laid off
and on from the mouth of said river, until the Sabbath fol
lowing, when the sloop Adoniram, myself on board as master,
came alongside and received said flour from the Washington.
Before I sailed from the wharf of said Emmons, in said sloop
Adoniram, we took on board the fish of said Hill & McCobb,
which had been previously carried from their store across the
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river to be aired upon the flakes of said Emmons, and sailed
down the river with the expectation that an additional portion
of the cargo would be brought to us from the river as we lay
off and on for that purpose, but after we had made our escape
there was such an excitement as rendered it difficult to bring
out any thing more to the sloop, although an effort was made
with the schooner Washington for that purpose. The flour
therefore being received on board the Adoniram, I received a
letter from said Hill & McCobb, which I afterwards destroy
ed, directing me to lay off South five leagues from the island
of Monhegan, and wear an ensign at the main peak, in order
that the Adoniram might be known by those who were to
bring out to us in boats from Boothbay the remainder of the
cargo. We accordingly laid there about one week and in the
course of that time, about two hundred quintals of fish were
brought to us in two small vessels from said Boothbay, which
were received on board the Adoniram, and we sailed for Demarara in obedience to orders from said Hill & McCobb, having
no papers for the vessel on board and having but two men on
board besides myself. When we arrived in the latitude of
Antigua, our water having become impure, it was thought ad
visable to put into Antigua and sell. We accordingly arrived
at this port and sold both vessel and cargo for cash, and after
remaining there myself thirty days, I received the pay in Brit
ish and other gold. I then returned to the United States in
the American ship called the Pamlico, of New-York, and ar
rived at Georgetown, after an absence of about four or five
months ; the other two men were detained at Antigua not
more than five or ten days, I remaining for the pay of the
vessel and cargo. The next day or two after my arrival at
Georgetown, said Thomos McCobb called at my house in the
evening and I delivered to him the gold, which as before stat
ed I received in payment of said vessel and cargo, the same
being in a bag and was not at that time counted, it being then
agreed, that there should be a meeting of all concerned the
next night at the store of said Hill & McCobb, when the
money should be counted and the whole business settled.—
The next night I accordingly went to said store, where I met
Mark Langdon Hill and others ; the gold was brought forward
and weighed and said Hill personally assisted in weighing it.
At this meeting the whole voyage was settled. Before we
sailed from Georgetown, said Hill & McCobb prepared and
had put on board said sloop Adoniram, one two pounder and
three small arms which we were directed by said Hill & Mc
Cobb to use if necesssary to defend the sloop and force her out
of the river Kennebec. At the time of this transaction, what
is now Phipsburgh was a part of Georgetown, and the said
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Mark Langdon Hill then of that part of Georgetown, which is
now Phipsburgh, during the whole business performed the
part of an anxious and active partner. We entered the port
of Antigua under the protection of the King’s Proclamation,
as we should have done at Damarara, had we gone there.
THO’S OLIVER,

STATE OF MAINE.
Lincoln,.ss, June 14, 1824.—Then personally appeared
Thomas Oliver and made oath to the truth of the foregoing
deposition by him subscribed before me,
BENJAMIN AMES, Justice Peace.

CONCLUSION.
Such are some of the documents and facts which it has
been thought the part of duty to spread before the public. That
they relate to personages with whose political conduct the
people ought to be acquainted, will not be questioned ;
that they make out cases which are worthy of pub
lic attention ; that they convey information to which the
community is entitled, however confidently individuals may
believe it ; yet remains for that community to determine.
This is a point however, which has never been doubted by
those who have been at the trouble of collecting these papers.
They were obtained for the sole purpose of giving to the peo
ple and the government the knowledge of facts which were
deemed important to them, and they would have been publish
ed at an earlier period if it could well have been done. Some
part of the evidence, however, was so long delayed, that itcould
not have been published till near the time when the Presiden
tial Electors were to be chosen, and it was believed that a pub
lication at that crisis, might have been regarded only as an
electioneering manoeuvre ; and consequently might not have
met with that candid and impartial consideration which it is
thought to merit ; especially as all the personages implicated,
are avowed and zealous partizans of Mr. Crawford: The evi-

CONTENTS.
Introduction
page 3
Deposition of Foote
- 6
“
Henry
10
“
Stilkey
11
“
Coombs
11
“
Snowman 12
“
Page
13
“
Shaw................................................ 13
Ship Reunion, (case of)
----11
Deposition of Johnson
16
"
Little
- 17
“
Harrod
19
“
Ramsay
19
“
Skolfield, John 20
“
Farrin
.
- 21
“
Lane, Mrs
22
Clifford
25
"
Merryman
28
“
Skolfield, Thomas
-29
"
Rogers, Sam’l L
34
"
Rogers, Thomas
- 36
“
2d
37
“
Rogers, Jotham W - 37
“
Manson
39
“
Rogers, James G
- 39
"
Mereen
40
“
Oliver
------ 42
“
Bond, marked 0. case of Leander
29
LETTER Wm King to David Foote
8
"
Wm. King to Joseph Kelshall, Esq.
9
“
Wm. King to David Foote
9
“
of John Patten
26
“
Copy of, from----------- 27
“
Extract of, from E. W. Bradshaw, Esq. 28
“
Capt. Wm Harward
30
“
of E. Thomas, Esq. Treasurer of Maine 31
"
of Joseph Nourse, Register of the Treasuryof the United States
31
Conclusion 45
COPY SIGHT SECURED.

ERRata
Page 3. Line 4th from the
bottom ; dele 'the.'
" 11. In the caption ; for "Oct. 24' read Oct. 22
" 28. Deposition of Merryman; for '1814' read 1813. "34. Line 16 ; for '1814' read 1811.
"39.
40
.Line 23;
Line
for5;'by'
after
read'lying'
to. insert, at Hill & McCobb's wharf. "

